Coccidioidomycosis mimicking lung cancer.
A 65-year-old female smoker was admitted due to haemoptysis and a pulmonary infiltrate in the right lower lung lobe. Tumour was suspected, but there was also a history of 2 years spent in Arizona, known to be endemic for the dimorphic fungus Coccidioides immitis. IgG antibodies and airway culture for C. immitis were negative, and surgery was performed for suspected lung cancer. No malignancy was detected at histopathological investigation, but typical coccidioidal spherulae were observed by silver stain. Coccidioidoma may be a differential diagnosis to malignant tumour in individuals visiting endemic areas.